
 
Revised – July 2015 chaplaincyCATHOLIC

Community and hospitality: 
Residents at the Chaplaincy seek to form a community. One of the ways they do this is by 
sharing a meal on Monday – Thursday and taking it in turns to prepare dinner. All those 
living in the Chaplaincy are expected to take a part in culinary and domestic rotas. 
 

All residents should be active in their support and efforts to make the Chaplaincy a 
welcoming centre for the Catholic community of the university. This might include, for 
example: 

• being available on Sunday evening to welcome people for the principal  
liturgical celebration of the week. 

• helping as readers, servers or extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion 
(the latter being by invitation from the Chaplain) 

• helping with supper after Mass on Sunday 
• being part of the team looking after the opening and closing of the Common 

Room during the week 
 

There are many other things that residents may get involved in. The principle is that all 
need to get involved. 
 

Worship: 
Formal prayer and regular liturgy may not be where everyone is. However, it would be 
expected that those living in the Chaplaincy are actively involved in the faith and worship 
life of the community. Attendance at the Sunday 6pm Mass is expected for those who are 
resident and have not gone away for the weekend. Residents are asked to consider being 
regularly present for daily Mass or Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, as these are the 
holy things which will bring life and vitality to each person and the community.  
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ACCOMMODATION POLICY 

 
Opened in 1964, the Catholic Chaplaincy is here to help Catholics of the 

university, and anyone who is interested, to encounter Christ more deeply in 
their lives, to deepen their love of the Church and to find their way of 

contributing enthusiastically to the needs of the world, through their active 
participation in the Church. 

 
A key to this is to have a welcoming community of people who are happy to share 
something of their lives and faith experience with those who come from outside. This 
requires a life of prayer, discernment and generosity, as well as a good sense of humour. 
It is that which we hope to offer in the Chaplaincy, both to those residents who live 
here and to those who want to be part of this way of life. To this end, and bearing in 
mind that the values and ethos of the Catholic Church are always to be upheld in the 
Chaplaincy, the following will give a few pointers as to how this life is lived out. These 
are by no means exhaustive but highlight what is most important. 
 



  

Length of Stay: 
All residents enter into an Assured Shorthold Tenancy agreement for the length of the academic 
year. One academic year is the normal length of stay. This may be increased to two if the resident 
and the chaplain discern that this is the right thing. The final decision belongs to the chaplain. 
 
Relationships: 
Romantic relationships that spring up in Christian communities, whilst being a great sign of life, 
also present problems to the stability of that community, insofar as they are exclusive and the 
community is called to be inclusive. If a relationship starts up in the house then the chaplain 
reserves the right to ask one of those residents to leave for the sake of keeping balance in the 
community. We also have to remember the witness value we give to those outside of the 
community. 
 
Guests: 
There is a single guest room on the first floor. For fire safety and insurance purposes, this is the 
only place that guests may stay. The Chaplaincy Assistant needs to be informed if you want a guest 
to stay. The booking system needs to be followed. 
 

Under no circumstances are guests (and this includes boyfriends and girlfriends) allowed to stay in 
residents’ rooms. 
 

Safeguarding: 
As a Church organisation we want to commit to best practice in the protection of children and 
vulnerable adults. As a Catholic residence, therefore, we need to balance normal humanity with a 
sensitivity to this area. We ask residents that if they have young or vulnerable guests, they are free 
to use public spaces, but, unless family, they must not be invited to individual rooms unless 
another adult is present. 
 

Car Park: 
Car parking at the Chaplaincy is limited. Three of our spaces are rented out to a local company. 
Residents are strongly discouraged to bring cars to the Chaplaincy. In fact, if a resident has a car, 
then an arrangement for parking it at the Chaplaincy needs to be discussed with the Chaplain in 
advance. This may incur an additional charge to the rent. Whilst guests are allowed to use the car 
park, any parking over 24 hours needs to be authorised by the Chaplain. 
 

Fire: 
Residents are responsible for making themselves aware of their nearest fire exits, and should 
familiarise themselves with the fire escape route across the roof spaces. The muster point is in the 
car park, in front of the garage. 
 

Security: 
Unfortunately the Chaplaincy is a target for intruders. It is vital that all residents take 
responsibility for security where that does not involve any direct risk to themselves. Particular 
attention is to be made of locking windows and doors. 
 

Under no circumstances must anyone be let into the house unless you know them personally. 
This may mean leaving visitors outside until the person they want to see is found. 
 

Electrical equipment: 
Residents are to use common sense about the amount of electrical equipment they have in their 
room. Portable heating or cooking appliances are not permitted in bedrooms. 
 

Kitchen: 
Residents are required to acquaint themselves with the working of the gas stove and to ensure it 
is always switched off after use. 
 

Cleaning: 
Whilst there is a contract cleaner who comes twice a week, residents are still expected to be 
aware of the need for general cleanliness in all communal areas. 
 
 
 



 
Laundry: 
The washing machine in the basement is for the use of the whole house. Residents are requested 
not to start a wash cycle after 9pm. 
 

Television: 
The TV licensing authorities advise that only TV receivers in public areas are covered by our 
licence, and that a separate licence is required for any set in a resident’s room. Thus it is the 
responsibility of residents to obtain a licence if they are going to use a TV in their room. 
 

Noise: 
This is a residential, semi-detached house. We must be aware of not creating too much noise. For 
the sake of the community and our neighbours there is the expectation for noise to be kept down 
after 10pm. 
 


